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 From s'Almunia to Cap de ses Salines
The route passes via the Caló des Màrmols.

Excursions • Santanyí 
The extreme south of Mallorca, surrounded by the Migjorn Marine Reserve, preserves one of the most extensive, non developed coastal areas of the island. The whole coast from Cala s'Almunia as far as the Colònia de Sant Jordi remains virgin, comprising one of the most attractive natural areas of Mallorca for walkers and nature lovers.

Both the route from Cala s'Almunia to Cap de ses Salines, which is described below, and the one from the Cap de ses Salines to the Colònia de Sant Jordi, described in another article, have inimitable scenery.

The path from Cala s'Almunia to Cap de ses Salines is 8 kilometres long. This can be covered in some three hours, plus resting time, and does not present great difficulties. The itinerary passes mainly through areas of cliffs, in contrast to that of the Cap de ses Salines to the Colònia de Sant Jordi, where sandy areas predominate.

At the beginning of the excursion the first point of interest is the Caló des Moro, a lovely unspoilt sandy beach surrounded by cliffs, just behind Cala s'Almunia. Following on Cala s'Almunia is to be found, a picturesque cove of great beauty with a few humble fishermen's huts.

Continuing along the coast, towards the southwest and following the signs that show the way, you soon reach the prehistoric village Ses Talaies des Bauç and shortly after you go by an abandoned cottage. At this point you must turn inland to try to find the cave of Drac and to enjoy the rural countryside made up of arable fields bordered by dry stone walls, "roter" huts and other ethnological elements. In the cliffs there are also fossil prints of the Myotragus, but like the cave of Drac, if you do not know the exact place, they are difficult to find.

Returning to the coast path you reach Cala Figuereta and then the Caló des Màrmols, one of the most beautiful points of the excursion, where you should stop. The cove stands out for the turquoise colour of its water that contrasts with the reddish cliffs that surround it.

Throughout the trip it is interesting to notice the capricious forms and cavities sculpted by the marine erosion in the calcareous rocks of the cliffs, such as Es Pontàs or the Cova de sa Plana, and also to see the ancient quarries where the Santanyí stone was extracted, and used in the construction of large buildings all over the island.

After the Caló des Màrmols you cross the dry stream bed Torrent d'en Barragot and from there as far as the Cap de ses Salines the terrain descends gently. The imposing figure of the Cap de Ses Salines lighthouse, which now houses a coastal research station IMEDEA, indicates the end of the excursion.
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El Teix
One of the most typical and spectacular excursions on Mallorca. 

Excursions 
The puig del Teix (1064 m) is one of the most emblematic mountains on Mallora. The summit belongs to the municipality of Deià, although the main mass is shared between Deià, Valldemossa, Sóller and Bunyola. The name of the mountain comes from the Mallorcan name for the European Conifer, the Ewe (Taxus baccata), a species that used to be frequent in the area, and a few still remain.

Like many other geographical accidents on the islands, the Teix is considered to be magical. If the Galatzó is the bewitched and phantasmagorical mountain, the Teix is the enchanted mountain, with a great power of attraction. Its magnetism has been the source of inspiration for many artists and writers, such as Robert Graves, who used to live on the slopes of the Tex, in ca n'Alluny, and was extremely fond of the mountain.

The ascent up the Teix is one of the most typical and spectacular excursions on Mallorca. There are many routes leading up to the summit, but here we describe the route that starts and finishes in Valldemossa, ascending via the Pouet plain and descending via the forest refuge Son Moragues.

The excursion starts by going up the stone steps on the left-hand side of the old public school in Valldemossa that leads to the extreme north west of the Archduke housing estate. At the end of the steps, turning right and then left and left again, finally right, the cart track is found that goes up to the Pouet plain, next to the entrance of the son Gual property.

The stone path ascends steeply up to a metal gate that has to be crossed via wooden steps. Five minutes later, turning a few metres towards the left, the Abeurada fountain can be seen, in an area where old charcoal burners huts and "sitges" (circular plots called where charcoal was burnt) can be seen. Returning to the path rising steeply and after some 30 minutes you reach the dry-stone wall that borders the Pouet plain. At this point you must continue the path on the right, leaving the path on the left that goes north. Continuing uphill, you cross the "paso de en Miquel" and reach the two lookout points over Valldemossa, the "Mirador de la Regata de les Onze" and the "Mirador de ses Basses", both on the right hand side a few metres away. Following the stone path, some fifteen minutes after the "Mirador de ses Basses", pay special attention to the covered Fontanelles water deposit, on the left of the path, a few metres down. Following via the Artiges plain, you leave the Holm Oak wood and link up with the Archiduque path, which borders the cliffside offering inimitable views over the Deià coast.

On reaching the so-called Racó Perdut, you must leave the Archduke path and turn left to start the ascent to the summit of the Teix. The crossroads is found by the pile of stones. Passing via the Serp plain without much difficulty in half an hour you reach the summit where there is a Trig. Point. The views over the Tramuntana range, the north coast and the Bay of Palma are spectacular.

The descent is carried out via the same side of the summit and a little before returning to the Serp plain, turn a few metres to the right to visit the Serp fountain. Returning and continuing the descent from the summit take the Archduke path that leads to the refuge and the Son Moragues snow hut. As from here the route becomes a forest path and descends steeply in zig zags via the Vairats valley, passing through the rest area of the Polls fountain and numerous charcoal areas with examples of the ancient forest activities such as charcoal burner huts and lime kilns.

After climbing over a wooden gate, the descent continues among olive trees and just before reaching a fork towards the houses of La Coma, you must turn right, going through an iron gate. Continuing towards the west you reach the starting point of the excursion in the Archduke housing estate.
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From Deià to Sóller
The Castelló and Rost paths. Excursions 
The Castelló and Rost paths used to be the connection between Deià and Sóller until the construction of the present road. The route also joined the different houses in the area: Son Coll, Can Miquelet, Can Prohom, Son Micó, Can Carabasseta, l'Heretat...

It is a path for all kinds of walkers, that can be carried out in just over two hours, covering a distance of some 8 kilometres. The itinerary has signs showing the way that starts between the kilometre-stone 60,200 and 60,300 on the road C-710, approximately 10 minutes walk after Deià towards Llucalcari. The first metres of the track go via stone steps, leading into a tarmacked street that crosses a housing estate. The stone path is found again on the left, following the indications, rising gently between pines and olive trees. After the first metres of ascent a spectacular view is discovered overlooking the Deià and Llucalcari coast, and continues ascending until the group of Son Coll houses (C.XIII). Once past this point the path descends slightly until the fork that joins a few metres away with the Font de Son Coll or Ses Mentides. Returning to the Castelló path and once more ascending you cross a tarmacked area and continue up and down through a Spanish oak grove reaching the Can Prohom olive grove, the highest point of the excursion. Here you will notice particularly the threshing site called Pi de l'Ensaïmada referring to the round snail's shell shape of the Mallorcan ensaimada bun of the dried wall terracing it is on, and also the spectacular views over Soller.

Immediately, starting the descent towards Soller, the Son Micó houses are found and the ruin Castelló chapel. The Castelló path joins this point with the Rost path and continues crossing small properties with olive trees. The stone path descends sharply in a zig-zag, goes over one of the Soller railway tunnels and ends at the Pla d'en Bieleta. Shortly afterwards you reach the first houses on the outskirts of Soller, with orange groves, and the route ends at the C-711 road, a few metres from the petrol station.
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La Trapa
Natural area humanised by the ancient Trappist monks.

Excursions • Andratx 

La Trapa is a property with great cultural and environmental interest, situated in the extreme south west of the Serra de Tramuntana mountain range, overlooking sa Dragonera island, in the municipality of Andratx.

The name of La Trapa originates from the Trappist monks who settled in the area in 1810, escaping from the French Revolution. During their brief stay of about 10 years, as well as the small monastery, the Trappists built stone terraces with a complete water system that permitted the transformation of the slopes in the area, previously known as the Valle de Sant Josep, into a space for cultivation and habitation. Later, La Trapa passed through different hands and the buildings and terraces were extended, transforming them into a property dedicated to agriculture, until well into the XX century, when the property was abandoned and left to ruin.

In 1980 the GOB acquired the Trapa natural reserve via popular subscription and took over the recovery and reforesting, particularly after the unfortunate fire that razed the whole vegetation in 1994. Nowadays the natural area is dedicated mainly to the preservation of nature, investigation, rambling and environment education.

There are three paths to La Trapa. The most frequented way, known as the Forest Route, starts some 150 metres after the s'Arracó cemetery and passes via the Collet de La Trapa. There is another path from Sant Elm, which goes via the Cami de Can Tomeuví and continues along a steep narrow path that goes along the coast and offers some extraordinary views over Cala en Basset and its tower, with sa Dragonera island on the horizon. Finally the third route starts at kilometre 3.4 on the road between Andratx and Estellencs, going via the Coll de Sa Gramola and the Cap Fabioler viewpoint. The ideal route if possible is to go via the Coll de Sa Gramola and descend via the Camí de Can Tomeuví.

As for a visit to La Trapa, as well as natural elements such as the cliffs, the vegetation and the birds, special attention should be paid to the buildings and their surroundings, the water drainage, the mill, the threshing area and the vantage viewpoint.

More information:

La Trapa at WebVerd

[image: image19.jpg]


 From Cap de Ses Salines to Colònia
Passing via the beaches Es Caragol, Cala en Tugores, Es Carbó...

Excursions 

Situated in the extreme south of Mallorca, and surrounded by the Marine Reserve of Migjorn, are some of the most spectacular virgin beaches of Mallorca. Although the most famous one is Es Trenc, other beaches deserve special attention, such as Es Carbó and Es Caragol, which are less visited as they are only accessible on foot or from the sea.

To reach the beaches Es Carbó and Es Caragol, you can use the path that borders the coast and connects the Colònia de Sant Jordi with Cap de ses Salines. As an excursion, it is recommended to go by car or other transport as far as the Lighthouse at Cap de Ses Salines and continue on foot to the Colònia de Sant Jordi. From here, if you prefer not to walk back again, you can take a taxi to pick up your car at the starting point.

And so, once facing the imposing Lighthouse of Cap de Ses Salines, that at present houses a coastal research station of the IMEDEA, you take the narrow path found on the right that goes northwest towards the Colònia de Sant Jordi, along the coast. The whole trip from Cap de Ses Salines to the Colònia de Sant Jordi is some 8 km and can be covered in about 2 hours plus any time for a rest.

Along the path, the most interesting points are the beaches of Es Caragol, Cala en Tugores, Es Carbó, Es Dofí, Can Curt and Es Dols; plus the islets of En Curt, Na Pelada, Na Moltona and Na Guardis. The route is very pleasant, alternating low, rocky coastal areas with sandy land, and some pine groves to shade from the sun. The vegetation of this habitat, the crystal clear water and the panorama of the Cabrera Archipelago on the horizon make up incomparable scenery.
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 Puig de Galatzó
One of the best natural vantage points on Mallorca.

Excursions 
The Puig de Galatzó, 1,027 metres high, is one of the most singular and emblematic mountains on Mallorca. It is in the western area of the island, between the municipalities of Estellencs, Puigpunyent and Calvià. At the top, which is frequently covered by clouds like a hat, there is only a survey point, which separates the properties on which the mountain stands: Son Fortuny (Estellencs), Son Nét (Puigpunyent) and Galatzó (Calvià).

Because of its imposing shape, the singular meteorologic conditions surrounding it, the presence of prehistoric caves for ancient sacred ceremonies and for having witnessed some violent historic events, the Puig de Galatzó has a large repertory of legends, myths and anecdotes that give it a special air that is magical, magnetic and phantasmagoric. It is said that the Lords of the Manors from Galatzó, Son Fortuny and Son Nét used to meet on the summit seated round a stone table, without leaving each one's own property. The "Comte Mal" (the Evil Count) legend is also very popular. He was condemned for his cruelty and gallops every night, throughout eternity, on a large black horse enveloped in flames.

Despite its inaccessible aspect, there are many paths to reach Puig de Galatzó. The most habitual route is the one that starts from the Andratx-Estellencs Road C-710, at approximately Kilometre 97, near the Mirador des Grau. A wide path joins that starting point with the recreation area of Son Fortuny, also know as Ses Serveres, where there are tables and benches, plus a reconstructed charcoal burner's hut. Just behind the hut is the path that leads up to the Coll de sa Moleta Rasa, via the Pas des Cossí, between two impressive mountains: Es Pinotells and the Penyal des Morro. At this point the path divides in two directions, and as is shown by an existing sign, the right fork leads to sa Mola de s'Esclop and the left, the one we must follow, takes us to the Puig de Galatzó. Continuing to ascend, first you reach the Coll des Morro and then there is a slight descent with views over Estellencs and towards the Puig de Galatzó pyramid. Continuing to ascend towards the north east, you reach the Pas de na Sabatera, the point that joins with the alternative route that comes from the Son Fortuny houses and the village of Estellencs. Leaving the path to the left and continuing to ascend through the rocks towards the Puig, you reach the remains of an old forest warden's refuge, on the crossroads with the Coll des Carniceret path, which links to Puigpunyent and Galilea. The last part of the ascent to the Puig includes stretches of bare rock which, although is not difficult, needs the maximum attention and using one's hands.

The route described excels in its vegetation, which includes amongst others Spanish Oak, Juniper, Estepa Joana (Hypericum balearicum), rosemary, socarell (Launaea cervicornis), and large areas of Mauritanian grass. There are also splendid views over the north coast plus the remains of ancient buildings connected to the charcoal burning along the path.

There are three alternative routes, all with ethnological elements and great scenic value. From Estellencs, precisely where the public wash house is, one route starts and passes by the houses of Son Fortuny and the Font de Dalt, reaching the Pas de na Sabatera, where the path joins with the route coming from the recreational area of Son Fortuny. Another route starts in Puigpunyent or in Galilea, passing through the urbanisation of Son Nét, the Font des Pi, the Coll des Carniceret, reaching the remains of the forest warden's refuge, just before the final ascent to the Puig de Galatzó. Finally another route leaves Es Capdellà, passing by the Galatzó houses and along the Camí de les Planes, ascending to the summit directly via the south face.

The views from the summit are impressive. To the north you can see Estellencs and the sea. To the northeast, the Mola de Planícia and a large part of the Serra Tramuntana, including Puig Major. To the east, the villages of the Mallorcan Plain and on clear days even the Serra de Llevant. To the southeast, the municipalities of Puigpunyent and Palma, with the Randa Mountain in the background, Cap Blanc on the horizon and on clear days, even the island of Cabrera. To the south, the municipality and coast of Calvia, with easily recognisable Es Capdellà and the Malgrat islets. To the southeast, the Mola of Port d'Andratx and on clear days as far as Ibiza. And to the west, the Mola de s'Esclop. It is not surprising that the Puig de Galatzó is considered to be one of the best natural vantage points on the island and that the climb to the summit is one of the most popular excursions on Mallorca.
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Puig de Massanella
The second highest mountain on Mallorca.

Excursions • Escorca 
The Puig de Massanella, 1,364 high, is the second highest mountain on Mallorca, after Puig Major. Situated in one of the most spectacular and wild areas of the Tramuntana Range, it forms part of the municipality of Escorca. The mountain is the exclusive habitat of plants such as Helichrysum italicum sub sp. microphyllum and the refuge for extraordinary beautiful birds such as the emblematic black vulture (Aegypius monachus). Massanella is also one of the areas most visited by walkers and ramblers.

It is to be found near the Lluc Sanctuary and the ascent via Comafreda is one of the most popular high mountain routes on the island. The excursion does not present great difficulty, although it involves an 11 kilometre route and change in heights of 800 metres. The first part of the trip crosses a leafy holm oak wood where charcoal burners' huts and sites are to be found, which are most important ethnic constructions, relating to the oldest forestry activities of the Tramuntana Range. However, the highest point is completely bare, without trees, and the walk passes along paths that used to be used in former times to collect snow, an activity that has great tradition in the area and which lasted until the beginning of the XX century. Proof of this fact is to be found in the 11 snow houses situated on different parts of the mountain.

The excursion can be started at the Lluc Sanctuary or the Coll de la Batalla, leaving the car next to the petrol station. A few metres after the petrol station towards Inca, the track is taken to the right and continues for some 5 minutes, passing by the fountain of es Guix, reaching a cross roads of three paths. Taking the right hand path, after some 10 minutes you reach the barrier of the Comafreda. Here it is usual to meet up with the warden and you must pay 4 euros (2 for residents) to cross the property.

Although the route is indicated by "milestones" and paint marks, if you do not know the route is it recommended to take a map. First you walk by the Comafreda houses and then you continue along path on the left-hand that leads to the Coll de sa Línia. At this point, indicated by piles of stones, you must leave the track that leads to Mancor, and ascend the path on the right. Going up through centenary Holm Oaks and without losing sight of the "mile stones", the next stone pile a milestone, where two directions are indicated: one to the left towards Massanella via the Font de s'Avenc, and to the right via the Pla de sa Neu. It is recommended to chose the Font de s'Avenc and to keep the other way for the return trip. And so, by carefully following the stone signs, you continue to the left until the Font de s'Avenc, which, as its name indicates in Mallorcan, is a fountain to be found in an underground cave, with access down some steps. Continuing along a rocky path, you reach the last pile, and some 15 minutes later the peak where a trig. point is to be found and a surprising well 20 metres deep The view over almost the whole of the island are spectacular, particularly towards Puig Major and the Cuber reservoir, and also towards the bay of Alcudia and the Sa Pobla-Muro plain. On clear days the outline of Menorca can also be seen.

The ascent takes about 3 hours, plus time to rest. The descent takes a further 2 hours, following the same route except for substituting the path via the Font de s'Avenc by one that passes via Pla de sa Neu which is to be found on the left hand side on the way down.

There are two more routes to ascend or descend Massanella, amongst others, that connect with Mancor (via the Coll de sa Línia), with Puig den Galileu (via Coll des Prat and Coll des Telègraf) or with the Cúber reservoir (via the Coll dels Coloms and the Comellar des Prat).

 

[image: image22.jpg]


S'Esclop
Mountain 926 m high between Andratx, Estellencs and Calvià.

Excursions 
The S'Esclop mountain, 926 m high, is to be found in the south west part of the Serra de Tramuntana, between the municipalities of Andratx, Estellencs and Calvià. Because of its proximity, the Mola de S'Esclop is considered to be the sister mountain of the Puig de Galatzó, sharing with this mountain a much of its magnetism and legends.

Leaving the legends to one side, in the history of S'Esclop an episode must not be forgotten... it is the episode of François Aragó (Roussillon, 1786 - Paris 1853). In May 1808, when the French War started, the young astronomer was staying on the S'Esclop measuring the famous Green Meridian and, thanks to being able to speak Catalan, he saved himself from being lynched by pretending to be a Mallorcan peasant. At the top of the Mola de S'Esclop there are still remains of the stone hut known as the Frenchman's Hut, where François Aragó stayed. On the summit there is a Trig. Point which, together with the Trig. Point on the Mola de Formentera and that of Campevei on Ibiza, forms part of the triangulation network that François Aragó and other astronomers used in the calculations for the Green Meridian and in the definition of the unit of the present-day Metric Decimal System.

There are several ways of ascending to S'Esclop. You can access it from Andratx, passing via S'Alqueria and Sa Coma Clova. The mountain is also accessible from Es Capdellà, passing via the Cases de Galatzó and Es Comellar de ses Sínies. The Estellencs road links up with several routes, such as the one that starts at the Caseta des Forn del Paneca and passes via the Pla de S'Ordi.

The route described in this report is circular, starting and ending at the Mirador des Grau or Mirador Ricard Roca, which is found at the kilometre point 97 on the Andratx to Estellencs Road C-710. Cars can be left in the parking area of the Mirador to carry on along the road on foot approximately one kilometre towards Estellencs, as far as a wide path signposted on the right that leads the Son Fortuny picnic area, also called Ses Serveres, where there are tables and benches and a reconstructed charcoal burners' hut. Just behind the hut the path starts for the ascent to the Coll de sa Moleta Rasa, via the Pas des Cossí, between the imposing Penyal des Morro on the left and the Serra des Pinotells on the right. At the end of the Pas des Cossí the path divides in two directions, as shown by the existing signpost; the left fork leads to the Puig de Galatzó and the right, which we must chose, takes us to S'Esclop bordering the Serra des Pinotells.

As the path approaches S'Esclop, first rising, then descending and finally ascending once more, a wide panoramic view opens up over the municipality of Calvia to the south and towards the Estellencs coast to the north. Following carefully the markers along the path, you reach S'Esplanada, easily recognisable by the old threshing circle and a large rock known as Penyal Blanca. From this point you can find the ruined hut, Sa Balau or Caseta de S'Esclop, or else go immediately up the path to S'Esclop, which does not present great difficulties but does need maximum attention and using one's hands.

The summit offers extraordinary views over the north coast, the Serra de Tramuntana with the Puig de Galatzó in the foreground, and the west coast with the Dragonera island in the background.

We descend along the same east side of the mountain and then we return via the Coll de sa Font des Quer, easily found by the Black Poplars that give shade to the place and the rock that gives the name to the fountain. The path, almost covered by Mauritanian grass, descends steeply towards the Cases des Grau, reaching once more the C-710 road, a few metres away from the Mirador des Grau.

Beaches
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Cala Varques
One of the most beautiful virgin beaches in Mallorca.

Beaches • Manacor 

Cala Varques: Foto 1
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The marina of Manacor hides one of the most beautiful virgin beaches on Mallorca. This is Cala Varques, with a white sandy beach and crystal clear water, surrounded by hills.

The beach is small, some 70 metres long and 50 metres wide, but the cove formed by the cliffs has many corners for sunbathing and swimming. In one of the cliffs, there is a cave that is much appreciated by speleologists, comprising different cavities and underwater galleries that total over 500 metres of caves.

The cove is well known and can sometimes be visited by cows from a neighbouring farm, an anecdote that has provoked both interest and sympathy, an also controversy and complaints. The reason for this is that the access to the cove passes through a private rural property and it is said that the cows go to the beach to scare the swimmers away so as to avoid massification.

The cove is situated between the towns of Portocolom and Porto Cristo. Leaving from Manacor, you follow the road to Cales de Mallorca and reach a crossroads with the Porto Cristo road. Then you should go towards Porto Cristo for 150 metres before turning the first lane to the right. Following this lane you reach a barrier where you must leave your car and continue on foot for about 10 minutes, along a path that goes through a lovely wood until it reaches the beach.
Caves
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Caves of s'Ermità      

 

 


A kilometre away from the coastal village of Canyamel.

Caves • Capdepera 
A kilometre away from the coastal village of Canyamel, in the area of Cap Vermell within the municipality of Capdepera, are the Caves of s'Ermità, also known as the Caves of Artà; since they belonged to Artà until the Capdepera was founded as an independent municipality in the XIX century.

The caves, situated 150 metres high, were not discovered until the beginning of the XIX century. Since then many relevant people have visited them, such as the poet, Costa i Llobera, who dedicated his work, "La deixa del geni grec" to the caves, or the archduke Luis Salvador of Austria, who described his visit to the place in minute detail in "Die Balearen". Since the era of the Archduke Luis Salvador, whose visit was carried out with paraffin lamps, the caves have been lit which nowadays permits a visit to the caves in less than an hour to see the impressive 'halls' and the spectacular stalactites and stalagmites, particularly the outstanding "Queen of Columns" over 20 metres high. Another incentive to visit is the privileged view over the bay of Canyamel that can be seen from the caves.

The visit to the caves is accompanied by a guide who gives explanations in several languages and the ticket costs 8 euros or 4 euros for children between 7 and 12, free for 6 and under. The visiting times in the summer months are between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and the rest of the year between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. In the summer a boat leaves from Cala Rajada to visit the caves.

Castles and towers
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 Alaró Castle
Ancient fortification dating back to the Moors.

Castles and towers • Alaró 
The silhouette of the almost symmetric mountains of Alaró (822 m) and Alcadena (816 m), situated one opposite the other, are the most outstanding images of the municipality of Alaró.

The Alaró Castle, located on the top of the mountain of the same name, is an ancient fortification dating back to the Moors. The Alaró mountain, that offers beautiful views over Mallorca as far as the Palma and Alcúdia bays and the Tramuntana mountain range, also holds from the XVII century the Mare de Déu del Refugi sanctuary and a hostelry.

To visit the mountain you have to reach the Alaró town and then continue towards the Orient valley until you find the road leading up to Castle, with its corresponding sign. Following this road you will reach the Es Verger houses, where there is a restaurant and a parking area. At this point, you can choose between starting the walk or continuing by car until the following parking at Es Pouet. The last stretch of the route must be done walking up the old stone path for twenty minutes, the only way to reach the door of the impregnable castle.

The history of the Alaró Castle is connected with Guillem Cabrit and Guillem Bassa, the stars of the legend that took place in the Alaró castle at the end of the XIII century, who died burned after bloody fighting against the troops of King Alfons II, defending King James II of Mallorca.

The hostelry of the castle offers bedrooms, a bar and a restaurant and it is open all year. More information and bookings: 971 18 21 12.

The Alaró Castle, and the land that includes this historic and archaeological building, belong to the familly Ordinas Pou, except the Mare de Déu del Refugi sanctuary and the hostelry, which are managed by the Fundació Castell d'Alaró.
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Bellver Castle
With wonderful views over the bay of Palma.

Castles and towers • Palma 
The Bellver Castle is situated at a distance of about 3 Km from the centre of Palma, at an altitude of 112 metres over the sea level. The castle houses the Palma History Museum and the Despuig Collection of Classical Sculpture and has wonderful views over the bay of Palma. The main characteristic of the castle is its circular form, which makes it a singular building in relation to the European castles of the gothic era. There is also a singular difference between the austere defensive exterior and the palace-style architecture of the interior.

The Bellver Castle was built ordered by King James II of Mallorca in 1300. Towards the end of the XIV century, King Juan I of Aragon transferred his court to Bellver, fleeing from the plague that attacked the mainland (1395). In 1400 the civil government of the castle was ceded to the priors of the Cartoixa. During the "Germanies" revolt, it was a refuge for the nobles and merchantmen who were escaping from the city (1521) and in time, it became the temporary residence of viceroys, together with the Almudaina Palace. In the XVI century, a great reform was carried out to introduce artillery. The battlements were removed, the south tower was renovated and a moat was constructed.

During the War of the Spanish Succession the castle was used as a political prison and in 1717 it was converted in military prison with its own garrison. The most popular prisoner was the Minister of Grace and Justice, Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos (1802-1808), who wrote during his confinement the works: "Memories of the Bellver Castle", "Historical, artistic description of the Bellver Castle" and "Topographic description of Mallorca observed from the Bellver Castle". Other important prisoners were the French officers beaten in Bailén (1808), who left numerous graffitis. In the Civil War, over 800 people were imprisoned in Bellver, amongst other the member or parliament, Alexandre Jaume i Rosselló, shot in 1937, and the republican mayor, Emili Darder i Cànaves, also executed.

In 1931, the woods and castle were ceded by the central government to the Palma Council with the condition that a museum of antique art would be installed there. In 1947, the Council carried out an integral reform to adapt the castle to the new cultural use and in 1976 the Palma History Museum was created. In 1998 and 1999 the last reform was carried out to the Museum and didactic material was edited for pupils. At present, the Council also uses the building for protocol and cultural activities, such as the cycles of classical music.

More information:

Bellver Castle, web page by the Palma Town Council.
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Canyamel Tower
One of the most outstanding defence towers on Mallorca.

Castles and towers • Capdepera 
Within the municipality of Capdepera, next to the main road that leads to the coastal village Canyamel, we can find the Canyamel Tower, one of the most outstanding defence towers on Mallorca for its age and state of conservation. It is believed that it is of Arab origin although its development is linked to the era of the conquest of Mallorca by King James I (XIII century). The tower was built to control the coastline and served as a refuge and defence of the inhabitants of the fertile valley of Canyamel, against the frequent attacks by pirates and invaders.

In its 700 years history, the fortified house has experienced numerous alterations, and once the danger of invaders disappeared, it was transformed into a property dedicated to farming. When the cultivation of sugarcane was introduced, in the second half of the XV century, the defence tower changed its original name of Montsó Tower for its present one, Canyamel Tower.  Directed by architect Josep Ferragut, the Morell family (owners of the tower) has rehabilitated the fortified house over the past decades with a view to recovering its historical aspect.

The tower, that has three floors plus a central turret with a total 23 metres, is an excellent lookout point over the Bay of Canyamel and a great part of the municipalities of Capdepera, Artà and Son Servera.

At present the inside of the Canyamel Tower can be visited from Tuesdays to Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., for 3 euros.  Also, sporadically concerts are held there and in one of the old buildings that surround the tower there is the Restaurante Sa Porxada (Tel 971841310) offering typical Mallorcan dishes such as Sopes Mallorquines and Suckling Pig in a popular and rustic atmosphere.
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Capdepera Castle
Built on a strategic hill that dominates the surrounding land.

Castles and towers • Capdepera 
In 1300 King James II of Mallorca pronounced the "Ordinacions" founding, amongst others, the town of Capdepera and commanding the public who lived scattered around the area, to build a walled area for them to live in, around the watch tower of Miquel Nunis, built on a strategic hill that dominated the surrounding land and had a view of the channel that separated Mallorca and Menorca.

First the church and a cistern were built. The construction of the walls of the town was finished at the end of the XIV century, incorporating later the towers to improve the defence of the fortress. The church was extended from the XVI to XVIII centuries and inside there is a carving of Christ from the XIV or XV century, and the Gothic statue of the Verge de l'Esperança, the patron saint of Capdepera, venerated since the XVI century.

A large number of the villagers of Capdepera were not in favour of abandoning their land to live within the fortified walls, known popularly as the Castle of Capdepera. Therefore all the villagers were ordered to be locked inside the fort to strengthen their defence. Initially some 50 houses were built inside the fortress that at the end of the XVI century, due to the large number of pirates of the time, were increased to over 150, occupying most of the available orchards.

The present urban centre of Capdepera was formed as from the XVII century, when the villagers of the castle began to leave it and live at the foot of the hill. At the end of the XVIII century there were only some twenty houses inhabited inside the walls and the new urban centre outside the walls already had over 200 houses. As from the reforms of the XVIII century, promoted by the Spanish monarchy, the control and defence of the coast passed into professional military hands, so that the walled area became a barracks under the authority of a governor. The House of the Governor dates from that time, which is one of the few dwellings that is preserved inside the castle as the villagers used the stones from their former houses to build the new homes.

The soldiers abandoned the castle in 1854 and it passed into private hands until its owners donated it in 1983 to the Capdepera Town Council, that in 2000 organised the Commemoration of 700 years of the Castle of Capdepera.

The walled area can be visited in the summer every day from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the rest of the year between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. The entrance costs 2 euros. More information on 971 81 87 46.
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Santueri Castle
One of the three rock castles that are preserved on Mallorca.

Castles and towers • Felanitx 
The Santueri Castle, in the South East of Felanitx on the cliffs of the same name, about 400 metres high, is one of the three rock castles that are preserved on Mallorca, together with the Rei Castle, in Pollença, and the Alaró Castle.

The present walled area of the Santueri castle, built as from 1316 to substitute the ancient fortification of the Moslem era, has a triangular formation and incorporates several towers, the main one of which is circular. In the time of Kink Jaumes I the conqueror, this castle, the same as the Rei Castle in Pollença and the one in Alaró, became a point of resistance by the moors. The occupation of the castle did not occur until 1231, in James I's second trip, two years after the fall of Madina Mayurqa, the present day Palma. The ownership of the castle passed to Nuño Sanç de Rosselló, a nobleman who had participated in the conquest, and the fortification had troops to defend the Eastern coast. The Castle has lived relevant historic events, always linked with its impregnable fortress character, such as in the time of Kink James III of Mallorca, in 1343, when his partisans opposed and finally surrendered to Pere III of Catalunya, or during the Germanies War, at the beginning of the XVI Century, an era characterised by the violent social troubles. Finally, in 1811, after a long period of decadence, the State sold the castle which passed into private hands. The present owner is Salvador Vidal.

To access the Santueri Castle, you take the road from Felanitx to Santanyi and after a few kilometres take the left turn to follow a rural lane that leads to the esplanade at the foot of the castle walls. This area forms part of the meridian sector of the Serres de Llevant and on the way to the left one can see the Puig de Sant Salvador, over 500 metres high, topped by the Sanctuary of Sant Salvador, a place that must be visited, like the Santueri Castle, to be able to enjoy some extraordinary views over most of Mallorca and particularly Portocolom and the surrounding area.

The access to the interior of the impregnable walled castle is only possible via the ancient door. Until recently, someone controlled the entrance but the owner has decided not to permit visits until different aspects relating to the preservation of the castle are solved with the administration, and also due to some archaeological discoveries, that apparently were taken out of Mallorca illegally. Even so, the visit is still recommendable to be able to contemplate the castle from the outside and to enjoy the spectacular views from such a unique place.

 

[image: image29.jpg]


Tower of Cala en Basset
The path to the tower goes through a lovely pine forest.

Castles and towers • Andratx 
The small coastal resort of Sant Elm, that faces the islands of Es Pantaleu and sa Dragonera, is an excellent starting point for different walks. One of the most recommendable for all ages is the walk to the Tower of Cala en Basset via Camí de Can Tomeuí.

The Tower of Cala en Basset was built in the XVI century and, together with the Tower of es Cap Andritxol and the Tower of la Mola, is part of the network of towers that was used to control the coast and to protect the town against pirate attacks.

The way to the Tower goes through a lovely pine forest with stunning views of sa Dragonera, Cala en Basset and the Morro de sa Rajada.

The path is approximately 2.5km kilometres long and the round trip can be done in 2 hours.

[image: image30.jpg]


Tower of the Cap Andritxol
Excursion with privileged views.

Castles and towers 

The municipality of Andratx preserves several defence towers that were used to control the coast and to protect the town against pirate attacks. The Torre de Cala en Basset, the Torre de Sa Mola, the Torre des Cap Andritxol. All these form part of a network of towers that enabled setting up visual communication between the most strategic points of the island.

The Torre des Cap Andritxol, built between 1580 and 1582, is possibly the Andratx watchtower that enjoys the most privileged views. Standing 180 metres above sea level, on the promontory that separates Camp de Mar and Cala Fornells, it dominates a large part of the municipalities of Andratx, Calvia and even some points of the Bay of Palma.

You can get to the watchtower via different paths but the most usual route starts in Cala Fornells, going through a lovely pine forest. The path to the point is approximately 2 kilometres long and the round trip can be done in 2 hours.

The path is indicated and is not a difficult one. Time can be taken for a visit or a swim in Caló des Monjo, a completely virgin nudist beach only 10 minutes away.
 

Monasteries and sanctuaries
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Monti-sion Sanctuary
Situated 250 metres high in the municipality of Porreres.

Monasteries and sanctuaries • Porreres 
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Randa
The mountain of the three sanctuaries.

Monasteries and sanctuaries • Algaida 
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Sanctuary of Lluc
Spiritual centre of the island of Mallorca.

Monasteries and sanctuaries • Escorca 
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Sanctuary of Sant Salvador
Situated on the top of the mountain of the same name, in Felanitx.

Monasteries and sanctuaries • Felanitx 
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Walled area of Sant Salvador
With extraordinary views over the town of Artà.

Monasteries and sanctuaries • Artà 

 

Monuments and buildings
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Almudaina Palace
The royal palace was the residence of the Kings of Mallorca.

Monuments and buildings • Palma 
The Almudaina Royal Palace, facing the Cathedral on the ancient city walls, was built after the Catalan conquest in the XIII century, modifying the ancient Moslem fortress. During the XIII and XIV centuries it was the residence of the Kings of Mallorca and afterwards the viceroys and governors. In 1963, the restoration of the castle was begun and now it is used as a museum plus the official residence for the King of Spain for official State Ceremonies and receptions in the summer.

The building has a square shape and stands out particularly for its façade and terrace with excellent views over the sea, plus the Homage Tower crowned by a statue of the Archangel Gabriel. Inside the most outstanding elements are the Patio del Rey, the Gothic chapel to Santa Anna, the Throne Room, the Queen's Patio, the Sant Jaume chapel and some Arab baths. As for the interior decoration worth mentioning are some of the tapestries and furniture of different eras.

Visiting hours: from Monday to Friday 10 a.m. - 1.15 p.m. and 4 - 5.15 p.m. (October to March) and 10 a.m. to 5.45 p.m. (April to September). Saturdays and holidays 10 a.m. - 1.15 p.m. Closed Sundays. Check prices at entrance. Free access for EU citizens on Wednesdays.

More information on telephone 971214134 or the Palace web..
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Arab baths in Palma
One of the few remaining examples of Moslem architecture.

Monuments and buildings • Palma 
In the gardens of Can Fontirroig, situated in Number 7 of the calle Can Serra in Palma, the Arab Baths can be found, one of the few remaining examples of Moslem architecture still preserved on the island.

This is a square room with 12 columns that support the copula with various round apertures. This room was used for the hot baths and there is double floor with alcoves through which the hot water and steam traveled. The diversity of styles of the capitals is due, possibly, to the fact that in its construction materials from other buildings were used. Built in the XI century and preserved only in part, since the cold baths room no longer exists, these Arab baths possibly formed part of the palace of a noble Moslem.

Madina Mayurqa, the present day Palma, was refounded by the Moslems on some Roman remains. The Arabs transformed the ancient city as from the X century and carried out a complex hydraulic system for the urban centre and its arable land. They also built the palace known as s'Almudaina, which was transformed as from the XIII century by the Catalan conquerors.

Visiting times from April to November is from 9.30 a.m. to 8 p.m. and from December to March from 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entrance is 1.5 euros.

More information:

Banys Àrabs

Can Serra, 7

Palma

Tel. 971721549

 

[image: image38.jpg]


Miquel Barceló in the Cathedral
The Mallorcan artist's intervention in the Saint Peter's chapel.

Monuments and buildings • Palma 
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The Mallorcan cathedral, most well known as La Seu, contains a great work of art by the contemporary painter and sculptor, Miquel Barceló Artigues (Felanitx, 1957). This is the reformation of the Saint Peter's chapel (known as the "Santísimo"), situated in the right hand side apse at the head of the Gothic temple.

The intervention, carried out between 2001 and 2006, comprises a 300 square metre ceramic polychromatic mural that represents the miracle of the multiplication of the bread and fishes according to the Gospel of Saint John. Barceló produced the ceramic mural in Vietri sul Mare (Naples) in collaboration with the ceramist, Vincenzo Santoriello.

The intervention of the Mallorcan artist in the chapel also includes five 12-metre high stain-glass windows, made in Toulouse in Jean-Dominique Fleury's workshop, and the complementary liturgical furniture created with stone from Binissalem.

The initiative, promoted by the Fundació Art in the Seu, was officially opened on February 2, 2007 in a ceremony officiated by the Bishop of Mallora, Jesús Murgui and presided over by King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain.

The refurbishment carried out by Barceló in the Cathedral has an important contemporary precedent: that carried out between 1903 and 1914 by the modernist architect, Antoni Gaudi, and his collaborators Josep Maria Jujol and Joan Rubió.
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The Soller station
The charm of the train and the tram together with art by Miró and Picasso.

Monuments and buildings • Sóller 
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Valldemossa monastery
One of the principal attractions of the municipality.

Monuments and buildings • Valldemossa 

 

The Valldemossa monastery has attracted throughout its history illustrious people from all over the world –amongst these excel Chopin and his companion, George Sand– and is one of the principal attractions of the municipality and one of the preferred visits by tourists who come to the island.

The origin of the buildings dates from the times of King James II of Mallorca, who chose this exceptional place in the Tramuntana mountain range, situated over 400 metres high, to build a palace for his son Sanç, known as the Palau del rei Sanç. In 1399 King Martín el Humano ceded all the royal possessions in Valldemossa to the Carthusian monks. These founded the monastery and lived there until 1835, when it passed into private hands, divided between nine owners, except the church.

The visit to the buildings starts in the church, a neoclassic one decorated by great artists and artisans of the era, and was started in 1751 on the site of the primitive church built in 1446. Leaving the church we find the Cloister –one of the oldest part of the present buildings– and from there to the ancient monks' pharmacy. Then the garden can be visited and Prior's Cell –chapel, library, audience room, bedroom– where the historic and artistic legacy of the monks is preserved, showing how the monks lived. In cells 2 and 4 there are documents and mementoes of Chopin and Goerge Sand's stay in Valldemossa between 1838 and 1839.

The visit continues in the Municipal Museum, that holds a section dedicated to the antique Guasp Printing House, the Archduke Ludwig Salvatore room, the art gallery "La Serra de Tramuntana" and a collection of contemporary paintings.

Crossing the Monastery Square and passing the artist Coll Bardolet's studio, we find the King Sanç Palace, a luxurious mansion that preserves elements of the ancient monastery, such as the staircase, the cloister and the defence tower  The building has also been occupied by famous people such as Jovellanos, confined in Valldemossa for political reasons, Rubén Darío, Unamuno, Azorín and Santiago Rusiñol, amongst others. At present the music room of the Palace holds folklore performances by "El Parado de Valldemossa" and piano concerts performed by outstanding pianists.

A suggestive walk through the concentric paths of the Monastery Gardens, surrounded by Yews and other trees, is the perfect ending for the visit.

Amongst the cultural activities that take place in the Cartoixa, one of the most important is the Chopin Festival, that has been held for over over twenty years.

Museums
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Botanical Garden in Sóller
Surrounding the Balearic Museum of Natural Science.

Museums • Sóller 
Entry costs 3 euros and visiting times are from Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sundays and holidays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Más información:

Museu Balear de Ciències Naturals / Jardí Botànic de Sóller

Crta. Palma-Port de Sóller, Km. 30

07100 Sóller

Tel: 971631064 (museum) - 971634014 (garden)

http://www.jardibotanicdesoller.org
 

[image: image42.jpg]


Ca n'Alluny
The Robert Graves' House-Museum in Deià.

Museums • Deià 
The english writer, Robert Graves (1895-1985), lived in Ca n'Alluny from 1932 until his death, apart from the years between 1936 and 1946. The house, transformed since 2006 in Robert Grave's House-Museum, is located on the Deià-Sóller road, approximately one kilometre from Deià.

The house and the garden that surrounds it both preserve their original aspect, including the kitchen, the the living room, the printing room, the writer's studio, the studio that writer Laura Riding occupied from 1932 to 1936, and the studio of Beryl, Graves' second wife. The Museum also displays original documents, pictures, letters and personal documentation, and offers the screening of a 14 minute documentary about the life of the writer.

The visiting times are Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The general entrance ticket costs 5 euros and the reduced one 2,50 euros.

More information:

Ca n'Alluny - Fundació Robert Graves

Carretera Deia - Sóller s/n

07179 Deià

Phone: 971636185

www.fundaciorobertgraves.com
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Diocese Museum of Mallorca
Situated in the Episcopal Palace in Palma.

Museums • Palma 
The Episcopal Palace, facing the sea behind the Cathedral, holds the Diocese Museum of Mallorca. The museum, inaugurated in 1916 and recently reopened after six years' refurbishment, exhibits some 200 religious works of art that offer a historical trip round Christianity in Mallorca.

The contents of the Museum proceeds from convents, monasteries, churches... plus donations from private collections. Amongst the works on show worth mentioning are the Saint George Reredos by Pere Niçard (XV century) and several works by Antoni Guadi designed to decorate the Cathedral and the Episcopal Palace (XX century).

The premises includes the Saint Paul Gothic Oratory that dates from the beginning of the XV century which was incorporated afterwards to the Episcopal Palace building.

Finally we mention that a visit to the museum offers exceptional views over the port and bay of Palma.

Visiting times are from Tuesday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and costs 3 euros.
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Es Baluard
Trip through modern and contemporary art of the Mediterranean.

Museums • Palma 
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Ethnological Park in Caimari
Open air museum dedicated to rural life.

Museums • Selva 
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March Palace
Collection of contemporary sculptures and temporary exhibitions.

Museums • Palma 

Visiting times: Mondays to Fridays from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. (April to October) and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (November to March). Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays and holidays closed.

Entrance: 4,50 euros, under 12 years free.

More information:

Palau March (Fundación Bartolomé March Servera)

Palau Reial, 18

07001 Palma de Mallorca

Tel. 971 711 122

Fax 971 725 803

Web: www.fundbmarch.es
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Museum of Sant Antoni and the Devil
The fiestas for Sant Antoni are held around January 17.

Museums • Sa Pobla 
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Museum of the Sea in the Port of Sóller
Maritime interpretation and research centre.

Museums • Sóller 
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Pilar and Joan Miró Foundation in Palma
Joan Miró lived in Mallorca from 1956 until his death.

Museums • Palma 

Natural areas
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Almond trees in flower
The blossom spectacle takes place between January and February.

Natural areas 
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Cabrera
National Maritime-Terrestrial Park of the Cabrera Archipelago.

Natural areas • Ses Salines 
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Cala Mondragó in Santanyí
Natural Park situated in the in the South of Mallorca.

Natural areas • Santanyí 
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Es Trenc-Salobrar in Campos
The natural area is to be found in the south of Mallorca.

Natural areas • Campos 

The natural area Es Trenc-Salobrar is to be found in the south of Mallorca, in the municipality of Campos. The area, with a total area of some 1,500 hectares, comprises the Es Trenc beach, the dunes parallel with the coast and the salt tanks and cultivated areas nearby.

The Es Trenc beach is a virgin sand bank three kilometres long. At present it is one of the most popular beaches on Mallorca, and has beautiful find white sand, crystal clear water and people can enjoy nudist areas.

The dunes behind the beach form a dynamic ecosystem with different strips of dunes with vegetation adapted to the excess of wind and salinity formed by plants such as sea thistle, bushes such as 'zamarrilla', and trees such as the pine, 'sabina' and the tamarind. On the beach and the dunes fauna such as the 'corsa seagull', the rabbit, the bee-eater can be observed, plus some insects such as the dune beetle, spiders and mosquitos.

The Salobrar area is comprised of a group of artificial ponds dedicated to the extraction of salt joined to the sea via a channel from Es Trenc beach. There are also other areas that have been inundated naturally with vegetation adapted to the saline content such as the 'salicornia'. Es Salobrar is the second wetland of the island, the first being Parc Natural de s'Albufera de Mallorca in the bay of Alcúdia, and many migrating birds can be observed there.

The whole natural area is surrounded by agricultural land, some farms and country houses and nearby is the balnearium Sant Joan de la Font Santa.

The best way of reaching Es Trenc-Salobrar is via Campos, taking the road that leads to Colònia de Sant Jordi and then turn to the right following the signs. Paid parking is in an open field less than 200 metres from the beach. The beach has a restaurant, a bar, the sole tourist establishments in the area, and also has a supply of beach beds and parasols.

Es Trenc-Salobrar is an area mentioned in the autonomous Law for Natural Areas (LEN) of 1991, which considered the areas to be Natural Area of Special Interest (ANEI), and the land classified as non urbanisable. The LEN in a third additional paragraph stipulates that the Balearic Government will promote the creation of a natural protected area in accord with the National Law 4/1989, for the conservation of natural areas and wild flora and fauna.
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Fonts Ufanes in Campanet
The most extraordinary hydrogeological phenomena on Mallorca.

Natural areas • Campanet 
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S'Albufera in Mallorca
Natural Park situated facing the bay of Alcudia.

Natural areas • Muro 
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Sa Dragonera
The island suffered an attempt to urbanise it in the 70s and 80s.

Natural areas • Andratx 
Popular festivities
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Beata Procession
Religious and folklore procession held in Santa Margalida since 1792.

Popular festivities • Santa Margalida 
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Fiestas for Sant Honorat in Algaida
The "Cossiers" of Algaida dance for Sant Honorat.

Popular festivities • Algaida 
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Fiestas for Sant Sebastià in Palma
The most popular celebration is the dance for Sant Sebastià.

Popular festivities • Palma 

Since the XVII century, the Palma city has celebrated the patron saint festivities for Sant Sebastià every year around the 20th of January. The programme of activities, organised by the Town Council, usually begins the previous Saturday with a street parade and the reading of the official proclamation.

The most popular celebration of the fiestas is the Eve of Sant Sebastià, on January 19th, including bonfires and many performances in different parts of the centre of Palma.

On January 20th, the day of Sant Sebastià, in the morning there is a mass in the Cathedral, at midday there is a cyclist day and at night fire races and fire show. Also on the evening of the 20th, the prize, the price giving ceremony of the "Premis Ciutat de Palma" is held.

The programme of the fiestas, that can be found yearly on the web of the Palma Town Council, features many other activities, such as concerts and theatre performances, art exhibitions, a photographic marathon and the traditional procession "Beneïdes de Sant Antoni" (animal blessing).
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Sant Antoni Festival
Witching night with devils and "ximbombades".

Popular festivities 

Villages
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Banyalbufar
Situated in the south east of the Tramuntana.

Villages • Banyalbufar 
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Deià
The scenery is the attraction.

Villages • Deià 
Deià is a small municipality on Mallorca, situated on the northwest slope of the Tramuntana Range between Valldemossa, Sóller and Bunyola. The area has five kilometres of coastline, including Sa Foradada and Punta de Deià, the Cala de Deià and the small Cala de Llucalcari. The highest point in the municipality is the Puig del Teix (1.062 m), with a spectacular view of the Serra de Tramuntana, in an area known as Serra del Teix.

The old village of Deià, situated 200 metres above the sea in the southern slope of Es Puig to protect it from the North wind, and the small hamlet Llucalcari, situated near the coast some three kilometres from Deià towards Sóller, are the two centres of the municipality. Here there are also important properties, such as Son Marroig, one of the properties bought by Archduke Ludwig Salvatore of Austria (1847-1915), the first was Miramar in Valldemossa, after falling in love with the scenery of the North Coast of Mallorca.

In the Cala de Deià, and only in summer, there are two restaurants: Can Lluc, right on the beach, and Can March, above the rocks, where fresh fish caught by the fishermen of the cove, can be eaten every day.  Finally, in the outskirts of the town, towards Valldemossa, and on a ridge next to Son Marroig, is the restaurant Mirador de na Foradada with spectacular view over the headland of Sa Foradada.
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Es Capdellà
Small village in the municipality of Calvià.

Villages • Calvià 
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Estellencs
The charm of a small village.

Villages • Estellencs 
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Fornalutx
One of the most singular villages on Mallorca.

Villages • Fornalutx 
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Galilea
A paradise in the Serra Tramuntana.

Villages • Puigpunyent 
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Llucalcari
Idyllic Mallorca.

Villages • Deià  
(вроде есть маленький нудисткий пляж)

Llucalcari, also known as es Carrer, is a small hamlet situated on the coast of the Serra de Tramuntana, some three kilometres from Deià towards Sóller. 85 metres above the sea, it belongs to the municipality of Deià and comprises some twenty buildings that conform to the most idyllic images of Mallorca. Of the five defence towers that used to protect it from the pirates, there are still three: one in Casa d'Amunt, one in Can Simó; and one in Can Apol·loni. There is also a small chapel where there is a statue of the Mare de Déu dels Desemparats, who is honoured on August 15 for their patron saint festivities, organised by the Associació de Propietaris, Residents i Amics de Llucalcari.

In the ancient property can Apol·loni there is a hotel, the Costa d'Or, a unique tourist establishment that has a swimming pool, a tennis court, a gymnasium and a pinewood down to the sea.

From Llucalcari via the old stone steps that descend between terraces of olive trees and pines, one can reach the tiny shingly and rocky cove, es Canyaret, that is appreciated for its transparent water and the freshwater fountain from the mountains. In this cove some people practice nudism and others use the pools formed by the water to cover their bodies with mud, which is supposed to have relaxing properties.

The access to Llucalcari can only be done on foot as the few parking spaces are reserved for residents. The hotel Costa d'Or has a private parking area for its clients.
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Orient
Situated in one of the most peaceful and fertile valleys on Mallorca.

Villages • Bunyola 
Orient is a small village in the municipality of Bunyola, situated in the centre of the valley of the same name. Surrounded by mountains it is part of one of the most fertile areas of Mallorca, between the Serra d'Alfabia and the Puig d'Alaró. The peace, the stone houses and the stepped streets are its principal characteristics.

On the highest point of the village, 450 metres high, is the parish church of Sant Jordi (Saint George) built in the XVIII century on the ancient chapel of the XIII century. In the lowest part, some singular public wash troughs are preserved. In the outskirts the houses of Cals Reis and Son Terrassa are the most outstanding.

Beside the main road that joins the village to Bunyola and Alaró, is the popular Restaurnt Orient, where, amongst other traditional cuisine specialties, people can try the roast suckling pig. On the other side of the road is the restaurant and hotel Dalt Muntanya, and in the upper part of the village the gastronomic choice is complemented by the restaurant Mandala, specialising in French cuisine.

As for hotel accommodation, as well as the aforementioned Dalt Muntanya, in the church square is the hotel Son Palou. In the outskirts of the village is the L'Hermitage, an ancient property converted into a rural hotel and restaurant, plus the property Honor Vell, that previously produced oil and is now an agrotourism establishment.
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S'Arracó
Small village between Andratx and Sant Elm.
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Sant Elm
Coastal resort facing Sa Dragonera island.
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Sant Elm is a small coastal resort in the municipality of Andratx, that faces the small island Es Pantaleu, and the larger one, Sa Dragonera. Originally it was a small nucleus for fishermen, called sa Palomera, but with the arrival of tourism as from the second half of the XX century it became a tourist resort with summer houses, flats, restaurants and a few hotels. Now there is a population of about 500 people who live mainly from tourism. In spite of the urban development in the last decade, Sant Elm still preserves its small fishing village charm as it was. The sandy beach, Cala Conills and Cala en Basset, the islet Es Pantaleu and sa Dragonera all form an extraordinarily attractive natural land seascape.

High on a hill behind the village, there is an outstanding building called the Torre de Sant Elm, catalogued in 1985 as Cultural Interest Heritage. This is a chapel and hospital founded in the XIII century by king Jaime II. Later a defence and watch tower was added. Because of the frequent invasions by pirates, in the XVI its use as a hospital was abandoned, although the church and tower remained active. At the end of the XIX century the property was bought by the Archduke Ludwig Salvatore and now is owned by the Fundación Illes Balears. Another important ancient building is the Tower of Cala en Basset which was built in the XVI century to increase the coastal vigilance. The most remarkable historical event for this area took place on September 7 in 1229 when the Catalan vessels in King Jaime I's fleet anchored between Sa Dragonera and Sant Elm, preparing their landing on the beach of Santa Ponça which started the conquest of Mallorca.

Sant Elm, like the neighbouring village of s'Arracó, is an excellent starting point for different walks such as the way up to la Trapa that goes via Cami de Can Tomeuí and offers sensational views over Cala en Basset, its tower and the Dragonera island. A visit to Sa Dragonera also permits several walks to enjoy the extraordinary views along the coast.

The village festivities are held at the beginning of August with a maritime procession, mass in the church and dancing. The most awaited event is the traditional Moors and Christians battle that takes place on the beach (pictures). On Easter Monday, an important date for the villagers, the Pancaritat celebration is held in the Torre de Sant Elm.
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